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ABSTRACT Education reforms are a recurring process that becomes more pronounced when there is change of
government. This is the case in South Africa with drastic political changes in the country ushering in major changes
in education. The birth of School Governing Bodies (SGB’s) is one such change and it brought democracy in
governance of schools with learners assigned a prominent role to play through the learner representatives. The
study seeks to determine whether the learner representatives were in a position to play their assigned roles. Critical
Theory was used within qualitative methodology. Results confirmed that learner representatives were not empowered
to take their rightful place in school governance. Recommendations are based on findings.
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